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Mr. George Smith, the surviving representative of 1876-85.
Smith and Elder, and carried out with a princely
munificence that disregarded profit or loss, it aimed
at supplying, and did in fact supply, a terse and
compendious account of every important English-
man, Irishman, or Scot Its first editor, Mr. Stephen,1
was himself an accomplished essayist, and contributed
some of the most valuable articles. His successor,
Mr. Sidney Lee, carried on the work with equal
thoroughness, and it is now difficult to realise how
a want so obvious was supplied so late. The witty
divine who said that the motto for contributors was
"'No flowers by request," put into four words an
excellent epitome of the spirit in which this great
enterprise was conducted.

Signed articles on subjects of the day, to which the
old Reviews, such as the Quarterly, the Edinburgh
and the Westminster, were strangers, had been intro-
duced more than ten years before by George Henry
Lewes, Editor of the Fortnightly. His example
was followed in the Contemporary by Mr. Knowles,
who has already been mentioned as the founder of
the Metaphysical Society. In 1877 Mr. Knowles
differed with the proprietors of the Contemporary,
and set up for himself the Nineteenth Century^ The
which at once achieved a brilliant success. Tennyson
wrote a sonnet for the first number of the new
magazine, which attracted an extraordinary collec-
tion of famous contributors, including Mr. Gladstone,
Professor Huxley, Mr. Goldwin Smith, and the Duke
of Argyll. Although a month is a long time to wait
for an answer, the Nineteenth Century is the only
periodical that has rivalled the Times in the con-
tinuous discussion of actual topics. Many of the
questions thus treated were theological, and they
were handled with a freedom not hitherto usual in
organs neither avowedly sceptical nor professedly

1 Afterwards Sir Leslie Stephen.
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